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“The greenest building is one 
that’s already built.”

Carl Elefante, AIA, LEED-AP
Forum Journal 2007 NTHP
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National Trust for Historic Preservation 1980
Preservation Week Poster

What do we lose?

EMBODIED ENERGY

New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation



Benefits of Historic Preservation

New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation

• Sustainable Development Approach: Re-use and Recycle
• Retention of the cultural heritage that defines communities
• Economic Development
• Listing on the State and National Registers 
• Eligibility for state and federal funds

– Historic Preservation Incentive Tax Credits
– Environmental Protection Fund Grants
– Sacred Sites Grants
– Preservation League of New York State Grants
– Certified Local Government funds



New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation

Begin with the basics—the Building Envelope:

• Eliminate air infiltration

• Repair and upgrade windows and doors
• Install insulation in attics and crawlspaces
• Add trees or awnings

Meeting the Standards while improving 
Energy Efficiency



Historic buildings were built green

• Natural materials 
such as stone and 
wood

• Low-impact 
manmade materials 
such as glass and 
brick

New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation



Historic buildings were designed green

• Daylighting

• Natural ventilation
• Built to last

Pierce Arrow Factory, Buffalo, NY

New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation



20% Federal Commercial  Program

• For commercial,  industrial, 
agricultural or rental 
residential properties

• Certified historic structures

• 20% of qualified 
rehabilitation expenditures

• Must meet adjusted basis

• No upper limit on credit

• 10% tax credit for 
non-historic buildings 
constructed prior to 1936
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20% New York State Commercial Program

• For commercial,  
industrial, agricultural or 
rental residential 
properties

• Certified Historic 
Structures

• 20% of eligible 
rehabilitation 
expenditures up to 
$5,000,000

• Must be located in an 
eligible census tract

New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation



New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation

20% State Homeowner Tax Credit

• For owner-occupied  residences

• Certified Historic Structures

• 20% of eligible rehabilitation 
expenditures up to $50,000

• Minimum $5,000 spent

• 5% on exterior work

• Must be located in an eligible 
census tract



Who 
Qualifies?

Rochester, NY

New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation



Who 
Qualifies?

New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation

r, NY



“…the process of returning a building or buildings to a 
state of utility, through repair or alteration, which 
makes possible an efficient use while preserving those 
portions and features of the building and its site and 
environment which are significant to its historic, 
architectural, and cultural values as determined by 
the Secretary [of the Interior]”

-36 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 67.2(b)

What is Rehabilitation?

New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation



Qualified Expenditures

New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation



Non-qualifying Expenditures

• Acquisition costs

• Appliances, Cabinets, Carpeting (if tacked in place)

• Demolition costs (removal of a building on property site)

• New construction costs or enlargement costs (increase in 
total volume)

• Feasibility studies, Financing fees, Leasing expenses

• Landscaping, Outdoor lighting remote from building, 
Parking lots and paving

New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation



Basic Steps

Consult with SHPO

Create a Team

Follow the Standards

New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation



 
 

NEW YORK STATE OFFICE OF PARKS, RECREATION AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
RESIDENTIAL HISTORIC PRESERVATION TAX CREDIT APPLIC ATION 

PART 1 
 

 
 
 
Instructions:  No certifications will be made unless a completed application form has been received. Type or print clearly. Please 
note that the numbers that are in bold are the only required sections. 
 

 
 
1. Address of Property:  ___________________________________________________________ 
 City/Town/Village                                         County_________________, NY, Zip ___________ 

 
2. Owner # 1 
 Name: ______________________________   Mailing address same as property 
 Street:               Box Number:________    
 City: ________________________, NY         Zip: ____________ 
 Phone Number (daytime):____________Phone Number 2:______________________  

Owner # 2 
 Name: ______________________________   Mailing address same as property 
 Street:               Box Number:________    
 City: ________________________, NY         Zip: ____________ 
 Phone Number (daytime):____________Phone Number 2:______________________  
 
3. Project Contact      Same as Number 2 
 Name: ______________________________    

Street:               Box Number:________    
 City: ________________________, NY         Zip: ____________ 
 Phone Number (daytime):____________ Phone Number 2:______________________  
 
4.          Checklist  

1. Is the house  
at least 50 years old?      Yes      No   
one family owner-occupied?      Yes      No   

      multiple family owner-occupied?     Yes      No   
 2. Is at least $5,000 being spent on the rehab?     Yes      No  

3. Is at least 5% of the total rehab cost being spent on the exterior? Yes      No  
5. Date work began or will begin__________ (Note that work needs to be approved by OPRHP  

     before it begins). 
 
 
5. Historic Status of Property (if known) 

 The property is: 
  Part of a State and/or National Register Historic District 
  Name of district ___________________________  
  Part of an Eligible State and/or National Register District currently being listed 
  Name of district ___________________________ 
  Individually listed in the State and/or National Register of Historic Places.  
  Eligible for listing in the State and/or National Register of Historic Places and currently being  
       listed. 

 

Application:  Part 1
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NEW YORK STATE OFFICE OF PARKS , RECREATION AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

RESIDENTIAL HISTORIC PRESERVATION TAX CREDIT APPLIC ATION 
PART 2 

 
Instructions:  No certifications will be made unless a completed application form has been received. Type or print clearly. If additional 
space is needed, use continuation sheets.  

 
 

1. Address of Property:  _____________________________________________________________________ 

 City/Town/Village: ____________________________  County_________________   NY  Zip ___________ 

 
2. Building Description 
  
 Approximate date of original construction: _______________________  
 
3. Work Proposed:  
Explain in as much detail as possible each part of this project. Use the attached PROJECT WORK SHEET to 
list the proposed work.  Use the sample below as a guide. 
 
 

Work Proposed Existing Condition Proposed Estimated Cost 
1. Roofing 
 

 
 

Worn out and leaking 
asphalt shingle roof. 
(Provide photos showing 
condition). 

Install new 3-tab asphalt 
shingles. Include all 
repairs, underlayment, etc. 

$4,500.00 

 
 
Project Work Sheet 
 

Work Proposed Existing Condition Proposed Estimated Cost 
 
 

   

 
A. Photographs  
 

   
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5 

4 

3 

2 

1 

Application:  Part 2
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Project Review

• Work should meet the 
Secretary of the Interior 
Standards for Rehabilitation.

• Work is reviewed by New 
York State Office of Parks, 
Recreation and Historic 
Preservation staff prior to 
submission to National Park 
Service

New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation
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Preserve historic materials

Preserve distinctive features

Preserve important interior spaces

Project Review

Secretary of the Interior’s Standards 
For Rehabilitation

New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation



Online Resources can guide decisions

New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation



Preserve Distinctive Features

New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation



Preserve Important Interior Spaces

Public 
assembly 
spaces can 
be the most 
significant 
interior 
spaces of 
certain 
building 
types

New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation



Preserve Historic Floor Plan

The organization 
of a building, 
its sequences of 
spaces and 
circulation 
patterns, is 
important in 
conveying its 
historic context, 
character and 
development.

New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation



• Configuration
• Materials
• Dimensions
• Muntin profiles
• Reflective qualities of 

glass

Preserve Historic Windows

Historic windows are 
character-defining 
features of a building.

New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation



Interior Storm Windows

New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation

Cheney Library, Hoosick Falls, NY



New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation

Solar Power

Former North Tonawanda Junior High School, now Kibler Senior Housing



New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation

• Visibility from public right-of-
ways must be limited

•Orientation of panels can have a 
significant impact on visibility

•Best accommodated on 
buildings with flat roofs and 
parapets



McKibben Street, Brooklyn, NY

New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation



New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation

Geothermal 
Heating and 

Cooling System

Kirkland Hotel, Kingston, NY

Hotel and restaurant adapted 
for offices, residential units 
and continued restaurant use.



NEW YORK STATE OFFICE OF PARKS, RECREATION AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
RESIDENTIAL HISTORIC PRESERVATION TAX CREDIT APPLIC ATION 

REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATION OF COMPLETED WORK 
PART 3 

 
Instructions:  No certifications will be made unless a completed application form has been received. Type or print clearly. If additional 
space is needed, use continuation sheets.  

 
 
1.   Address of Property:  __________________________________________________________________ 
  
 City                                                               County_________________ NY     Zip ______________  
 
2.  Date work was started __________________       Date the work was completed ____________________ 
 
 
2. I have enclosed: 

 
 Representative photographs of the completed work.   Interior views  Exterior views. 

 
 Photographs are keyed to enclosed sketch plan of the building.   

 NOTE: The plan should match the one submitted with the Part II. 
 

 I have not previously submitted the Part 2 portion of the application and it is attached. 
 
4. Owner:             
 I attest that the information provided is, to the best of my knowledge, correct, and it is consistent with the 
 work described in Part 2 of the residential historic preservation tax credit application.  
  
 Signatures 
  
 Owner    _____________________________________   Date _________________________  
  
 Owner    _____________________________________   Date _________________________  
 
 
 
 
For OPRHP use only: 

Review number assigned: ____________________ 
 
OPRHP has reviewed the proposal for the above named property and certifies that the project: 

 
   meets the Secretary of the Interior Standards for Rehabilitation.    
    does not meet the Secretary of the Interior Standards for Rehabilitation. 

 
 
 
 

Mail completed application to:  
 

New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation 
Division for Historic Preservation, Field Services Bureau 

Peebles Island State Park 
PO Box 189, Waterford, NY 12188-0189 
Phone: 518-237-8643, Fax: 518-233-9049 

 

Part 3 (almost there!)
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State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO)

New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation
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