SHOWCASING
NEIGHBORHOOD
PRESERVATION
COMPANIES

NYS Division of
Housing and Com-
munity Renewal
recently released &
i tos 2 0 0
Report of New
Yor kés
hood and Rural
Preservation Pro-
grams (NPP and
RPP).
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Report highlights include:
e 4610 evictions prevented

e 3645 tenants represented in Hous-
ing Court

e 3354 new residential units

e 697 completed rehabilitation pro-
jects

e 100 crime prevention programs

e Leveraging $37 for every state NPC
dollar invested

To read the full report, visit
www.nysdhcr.gov
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Governoro0s Execu
Decimates Neighborhood
Preservation Programs

On Tuesday, January 19, 2010, Governor David Paterson an-
nounced his proposed Executive Budget for 2010-2011, calling for
deep cuts across many areas including the Neighborhood and
Rural Preservation Programs.

The Neighborhood Preservation Program is funded at $8.479M in
the executive proposal and the Rural Preservation Program is
funded at $3.549M. The funding for both programs has been re-
duced from the original enacted appropriation of $16.6 million in
SFY 2009-10 to $12 million for SFY 2010-2011. The reduction in-
cludes a cut of $2.9 million enacted as part of the SFY 2009-2010
Deficit Reduction Plan (DRP). This proposed budget would result
in per program funding levels of $55,299 annually, down from
$90,000 two years ago.

The Neighborhood Preservation Programs are nonprofit housing
companies committed to revital
ban areas. These companies provide a wide variety of services to
low-and-middle income families, the elderly, and persons with
special needs. Should the legislature not restore funding to the
two programs, some local programs may be forced to cut ser-
vices, workforce hours, reduce staff, and in certain circumstances,
force them to close their program.

On February 23, 2010, advocates need to unite in Albany for the
Nei ghborhood Preservation Coal
Action Day to support funding restorations to these vital programs
and services. For more information, see page 2.
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http://publications.budget.state.ny.us/eBudget1011/fy1011littlebook/BriefingBook.pdf
http://www.dhcr.state.ny.us/Publications/NRPPAnnualReport/
http://www.dhcr.state.ny.us/Publications/NRPPAnnualReport/NPP-RPP-AnnualReport.pdf

Activists and Community
Organizers to Meet in Albany

Affordable housing advocates, activists, educators, students, and com-
munity organizers will be gathering on February 23, 2010 in the Legisla-
tive Office Building to speak with their representatives about the budget
and policy issues that are necessary for the stability of Neighborhood
Preservation Programs located throughout New York.

Agenda issues include:

b Restore Fundi
Neighborhood and Rural
Preservation Program

b Establishment of dedicated
Housing Trust Funds in
communities across the state

Speakers include:
Assemblymember Vito Lopez
Senator Pedro Espada, Jr.

The event starts at 11am in Hearing Room A of the Legislative Office
Building in Albany, NY. For more information and to RSVP contact
NPCNYS at 518-432-6757 or visiting www.npcnys.org.
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Written Notification and Acknowledgment of Rate of Pay, Overtime, and
Payday

As of October 26, 2009, employers must provide all new hires with written
notification of their rate of pay, overtime rate (if applicable) and regular
payday. In addition, employers must obtain a written acknowledgment
from each new hire confirming receipt of this information.

403(b) Plans Necessary for Nonprofits

Last year, the new rules requiring nonprofits to have a written 403(b) plan
for their organizations went into effect. If you do not have a written plan
and offer this benefit, please contact your financial advisor to make sure
you are in compliance.

LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Dear Colleague,

Transitions. As the new year
begins, transitions have oc-
curred within the Coalition. On
January 4th, | became the Ex-
ecutive Director and | look for-
ward to working with the mem-
bership, its partners, and af-
fordable housing allies in our
efforts to preserve and main-
tain affordable housing for New
Yorkers.

This new year offers a good
opportunity be reflective on the
issues and events that have
had the greatest impact on the
affordable housing community
in 2009. This includes the im-
pact of the recession on com-
munities and residents and the
impact of multiple budget cuts
to programs.

During this difficult economic
time, your support is needed
more than ever. Your voice
needs to be added to those
informing the legislature of the
housing needs of low-and-
middle income families.

If you are not a member of the
Coalition, consider joining us.

Please consider a gift and do-
nation to support our ongoing

advocacy efforts.

Our strength is in unity,

Jessica




State Policy Updates

LAWLOR APPOINTED
ACTING COMMISSIONER

OF DHCR

Governor

David A. Pater-

son has ap-

pointed Brian
Lawlor to serve as Acting Com-
missioner of the Division of Hous-

ing and Community Renewal.

With the recent resignation of
Commissioner Deborah VanAm-
erongen, and that of the NY-
Homes President Priscilla Almo-
dovar, Governor Paterson an-
nounced that he would seek to

consolidate the two positions in

an effort to reduce state spending.
Lawlor will serve as Acting Com-
missioner of DHCR until the con-
solidated director is named in or-
der to ensure a smooth transition
for the agency and the continua-
tion of the Governor's commit-

ment to affordable housing.

Lawlor has served as Executive
Deputy Commissioner since Janu-
ary 2007, and in that position
oversaw all of DHCR's offices and
staff, and was

responsible for developing and
implementing many of the new
programs and efficiencies DHCR

initiated during that time.

During his career in public ser-
vice, Lawlor has also served as
Assistant Secretary to the Gover-
nor for Housing, Counsel to the
State Director of Housing and
Deputy Counsel for Community

Development.

He was also the co-founder of the
New York State Bar Association's
Committee on Low Income and
Affordable Housing and its first
Upstate Co-Chair and in 2005 he
was named 'Advocate of the Year'
by the New York State Associa-

tion For Affordable Housing.

COBRA AND MINI-COBRA COVERAGE PERIOD EXTENDED

Last summer, Governor Pateron signed into law an act amending the New York State Insurance Law to extend

the 18 month continuation period of federal COBRA (applies to employers with 20 or more employees ) and

New York mini-COBRA (applicable to smaller employers ) by an additional 18 months. This law does not

apply to self-funded group health plans.



Federal Policy Updates

NATIONAL HOUSING TRUST FUND

I n a Dear Coll eague | et t er -Rl)pa5tJiSaSenatdrs, ingludi®&v at or

Senators Schumer and Gillibrand, wrote to Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-NV ) and Senators Richard
Durbin (D-IL) and Byron Dorgan (D-ND ) on January 21 to request that $1 billion to capitalize the Na-

tional Housing Trust Fund (NHTF ) and $65 million for project-based vouchers to be coupled with NHTF

Jac

grants be included in the j obs bill that thide t hree

request mirrors what was included in the House of

passed the House at the end of December.

Repr

HUD REGULATIONS ON NATIONAL HOUSING TRUST FUND

The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development rulemaking for the formula allocation of the Housing
Trust Fund is available at http://www.huduser.org/portal/publications/
pdf/5246 _ _RIA _for _HTF _Proposed _Rulel _final.pdf#page=4

They have issued an analysis as to how much funding would be allocated to each state. Forthcoming are
regulations on how the money is to be used by each state.

NATIONAL URBAN CRIMES AWARENESS WEEK

U.S. Representative Towns (NY-10) will be introducing a concurrent resolution that seeks to designate the

second week of February as National Urban Crimes Awareness Week. It will highlight, on a national level, the
growing problem of urban crime across the country, while commending the work of victim advocates, law en-

forcement, and community based organizations.

THE COBRA SUBSIDY

There is a 65% premium subsidy for individuals (and their covered dependants ) who lose group health plan
coverage due to involuntary termination of employment between September 1, 2008 and December 31, 2009,
for a period of up to nine months. While the employer will continue to provide the full coverage, the employee
will only need to pay for 35% of the premium and the employer can apply for payroll tax credit equal to the re-
maining 65%.


http://www.huduser.org/portal/publications/pdf/5246__RIA_for_HTF_Proposed_Rule1_final.pdf#page=4
http://www.huduser.org/portal/publications/pdf/5246__RIA_for_HTF_Proposed_Rule1_final.pdf#page=4

Resources & News

CLASP LAUNCHES DATAFINDER

This easy-to-use tool allows policymakers, advocates and others to download and synthesize information about

various programs and trends that affect low-income people and families.

The DataFinder currently includes state and national data on: child care assistance spending and participation;
Head Start and Early Start participation; Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF ) expenditures;
young child demographics; and poverty. The tool also provides community-level statistics on education, demo-

graphics and youth violence.

Examples of questions that can be answered with the DataFinder include:

* What share of TANF spending goes to basic assistance in each state - and how has this changed in
recent years?

* How many children are served by Head Start, Early Head Start, and child care subsidies?

* How many children are in extreme poverty in each state, and in selected communities?

* What percent of students in distressed communities drop out of high school in ninth grade or complete

high school on time?

CLASP will add more data to this evolving tool over time. Go to

www.clasp.org/data to create custom tables and explore this tool.

NYHOUSINGSEARCH.GOV

There is a database and telephone system where tenants can search by region, city, town, zip code, accessibil-

ity features, and amenities for units available. Property owners can list their units as well.

Visit www.NYHOUSINGSEARCH.GOV or call 1-877-428-8844.


http://www.clasp.org/data

Philanthropy Announcements & Grants

NY BAR FOUNDATION AWARDS $528K FOR TENANT EDUCATION PROGRAMS

The New York Bar Foundation has awarded more than $528,000 to four New York City-based legal aid
organizations to fund tenant screening training and outreach programs.
The funds were distributed as part of a $1.2 million class action settlement fund in the case of White v. First
Advantage SafeRent, Inc. in which the defendant was alleged to have issued thousands of tenant screening
reports to prospective landlords that violated the Federal Fair Credit Reporting Act, the New York Fair Credit
Reporting Act and the New York Deceptive Practices Act.
The grantees are:

City-Wide Task Force on Housing Court, $137,428;

The Legal Aid Society, $133,115;

Legal Services New York City, $122,114; and,

Neighborhood Economic Development Advocacy Project, $135,808.
The New York State Bar Association received its grant of $67,250 on January 6, 2010 in Albany.
This first round of grants from the $1.2 million fund will be followed by a similar grant award distribution to these

organizations in early 2011.

GRANT OPPORTUNITIES

Ben & Jerry's Foundation supports programs and projects that are examples of creative problem solving.
Projects must lead to societal, institutional and/or environmental change, address the root causes of so-
cial or environmental problems, and lead to new ways of thinking and acting.

Eligibility: Grassroots, constituent- led organizations focusing on systemic social change, organizations
must have 501 (c ) 3 status, organizations with budget under $250,000

Deadline: Ongoing

Application Guidelines/Submission: Visit the website for complete application guidelines/submission.

Website: http://www.benjerry.com/company/foundation/who/

continued on next page


http://www.benjerry.com/company/foundation/who/

Philanthropy Announcements & Grants

Open Meadows Foundation is a grant-making organization for projects that are led by and benefit
women and girls, particularly those from vulnerable communities. Open Meadows Foundation funds pro-
jects that do not discriminate on the basis of race, religion, national origin, gender identity and expres-
sion, sexual identity and

expression, age or ability.

Award: Grants up to $2,000

Eligibility: Projects that: are designed and implemented by women and girls; reflect the diversity of the
community served by the project in both its leadership and organization; promote building community
power; promote gender, racial, social, economic and environmental justice; have limited financial access
or have encountered obstacles in their search for funding and have organizational budgets that do not
exceed $150,000

Deadline: February 15, 2010 and August 15, 2010

Application Guidelines/Submission: Visit the website for complete application guidelines/submission.

Website: http://www.openmeadows.org/

NYC Department of Homeless Services (DHS ) is seeking appropriately qualified legal services provid-

ers to provide Tenancy Preservation Legal Services
entry. The services will provide an array of legal and related services to help ensure that low income

families facing eviction or other potential loss of housing remain housed to avoid becoming homeless

and entering shelters.

DHS also intends to provide funding for the provision of an Innovative Court-Based Homelessness Pre-
vention Project program located in Housing Court that would: 1) target at-risk tenants from specific zip
codes; and 2 ) provide ongoing social services case management to families, to the extent appropriate.

DHS is seeking one provider to serve all three boroughs for this program option.

Proposals are due by February 18th.
To download a copy of the RFP, visit the City Record website.



http://www.openmeadows.org/
http://a856-internet.nyc.gov/nycvendoronline/vendorsearch/asp/Postings.asp?req_id=20100120027

Philanthropy Announcements & Grants

The New York State Division of Housing and Community Renewal (DHCR ) has announced the avail-
ability of approximately $45 million in funding for the NYS Community Development Block Grant (NYS
CDBG) and New York Main Street (NYMS ) programs.

The NYS CDBG program provides financial assistance to eligible cities, towns, and villages with popu-
lations of less than 50,000 and counties with an area population under 200,000, in order to develop vi-
able communities by providing decent, affordable housing, and suitable living environments, as well as

expanding economic opportunities, principally for persons of low and moderate income.

Eligible applicants for the NY Main Street program include cities, towns, villages, and counties through-
out New York State and non-profit organizations that are incorporated under the NYS Not-for-Profit Cor-

poration Law.

NY Main Street funding may be used for building renovation projects, including facade renovations and
interior rehabilitation, "Downtown Anchor” projects, to help establish or expand cultural or business an-
chors that are key to local revitalization efforts and, as an ancillary activity, streetscape enhancement to
plant trees and other landscaping, install street furniture and trash cans in order to enhance the NYMS

target area.

To access the CDBG RFP and view other funding opportunities visit http://www.dhcr.state.ny.us/
Programs/NYS-CDBG/Funding.htm



http://www.dhcr.state.ny.us/Programs/NYS-CDBG/
http://www.dhcr.state.ny.us/Programs/NYMainStreet/
http://www.dhcr.state.ny.us/Programs/NYS-CDBG/Funding.htm
http://www.dhcr.state.ny.us/Programs/NYS-CDBG/Funding.htm

Upcoming Events

Neighborhood Preservation Coalition of New York State, Legislative Action Day
Date: Tuesday, February 23, 2010

Location: Legislative Office Building, Hearing Room A, Albany New York

Time: 11am

For information and to RSVP visit www.npcnys.org or call Deb at 518-432-6757.

Supportive Housing Network of New York Annual Membership Meeting
Date: Thursday, February 11, 2010

Location: Bank of America, Bank of America Tower at One Bryant Park, (Sixth Avenue and 42" Street),
2nd Floor, NYC.

Time: 4:00-6:30 pm

RSVP: SHNNY members should rsvp by email to Emily Rubin at erubin@shnny.org

°
AAffordably Greend Workshop, Neighborhood Preservati
Dates: March 2-3, 2010, Albany, NY OR March 23-24, 2010, Rochester, NY

In only two days, you will learn how to successfully implement state-of-the-art strategies for the sustain-
able retrofit of existing buildings. This interactive two-day session will provide practical strategies to
green affordable housing. Presentations, discussions, case studies and an interactive review of cur-
rent projects will cover the latest issues in greening, the best strategies being employed across the in-
dustry, and approaches that can benefit projects of all sizes.

More information and online registration is available at www.npcnys.org.

Questions may be directed to Christine Hmiel, Program Manager, at (518) 432-6757 or
c.hmiel@npcnys.org.



http://www.npcnys.org
mailto:c.hmiel@npcnys.org

Employment Opportunities

GREEN SUPPORTIVE HOUSING INITIATIVE DIRECTOR--The Supportive Housing Network of New York--The

Supportive Housing Network of New York seeks a project manager for a partnership with the Association for Energy
Affordability to weatherize 1,200 units of supportive housing in NYC, Westchester, Rockland, Nassau and Suffolk
Counties. Qualifications include: BA/BS (MA a plus ) , five years relevant work experience. The Network is a small,
innovative nonprofit agency and equal opportunity employer. Salary commensurate with experience. For a full job
description visit www.shnny.org. To apply, send resume with cover letter and salary requirements to

jobs@shnny.org.

HOUSING COORDINATOR--Catholic Charities, Brooklyn & Queens--Management HOUSING COORDINATOR

POP Management the housing management corporation for Catholic Charities seeks individuals to oversee local

management of senior housing facilities in Brooklyn. Position requires a master's degree or a bachelor's degree with
a minimum of three years related experience, good communication and problem solving skills and a demonstrated
ability to manage systems. Starting salary $42,000. Please fax resumes to: Director, POP Management 718-722-
6134 or email POPADD@cchg.org EOE/AA

HOUSING SPECIALIST--Urban Pathways, Inc.--Urban Pathways, Inc. seeks FT Case Manager for Brooklyn Safe
Haven. *BSW / BA required *Demonstrated knowledge/ experience in processing housing apps. (HRA, NY/NY,

etc. ) *Experience working with MICA populations Send resume and cover letter to hr@urbanpathways.org. Use
UPCLHS in subject line.

CAMPAIGNS COORDINATOR--Neighborhood Economic Development Advocacy Project (NEDAP )--The

Neighborhood Economic Development Advocacy Project (NEDAP ) seeks an energetic Campaigns Coordinator to

lead coalition organizing and advocacy campaigns in New York and beyond. For more information, please go to:

www.nedap.org/about/jobs.html.

DEVELOPMENT MANAGER--Tenants & Neighbors--T&N is a grassroots organization that harnesses tenant power

to preserve affordable housing and strengthen tenants' rights. We are seeking a creative, forward-thinking Develop-
ment Manager to oversee our fundraising at a transformational moment in our organizational development. An-

nouncement at www.tandn.org/recruit.html.

FAMILY PARTNER ASSOCIATE--Habitat for Humanity - NYC--Habitat for Humanity - NYC is seeking a Family Part-

ner Associate, responsible for evaluating homebuyer applicants, including performing mortgage underwriting. Posi-

tion also responsible for assisting with marketing and homeowner education. BA or BS with a minimum of 2 years
work experience; 1 year mortgage underwriting experience. Previous mortgage counseling and affordable housing

experience a plus. For a full job description, visit our website at www.habitatnyc.org.
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Neighborhood Preservation Coalition of
New York State

40 Colvin Ave
Albany, New York 12206

(518) 432-6757
(518) 432-6758 fax
WWW.Npcnys.org

Neighborhood News newsletter is
published monthly by the Neighbor-
hood Preservation Coalition of New
York State. The newsletter is avail-
able to individuals and organiza-
tions concerned with preserving and
increasing the supply of affordable,
low-income housing for residents of
New York State.

Neighborhood News welcomes
news items and written contribu-
tions. Please send information of
interest to:

Neighborhood Preservation
Coalition of New York State
40 Colvin Ave

Albany, NY 12206

Or via Email to:

c.hmiel@npcnys.org

The Neighborhood Preservation Coalition of New York State

is a statewide membership organization of community-based,

not-for-profit housing companies and other interested parties

committed to revitalizing New York State's urban and subur-

ban areas. The Coalition provides information on state and

federal housing policies, networking opportunities, advocacy

services and technical assistance.
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Mickens

Neuhaus
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Rivera

Simeon, Vice-President

Sluszka, President
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