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Revitali zing New Yor kos

Vibrant and healthy commercial districts attract residents and promote investment.
Recognizing that when dormant and distressed, they would attract criminal activity
and promote disinvestment, New Yor kods
tricts are being improved, restored and revitalized through unique partnerships be-
tween non-profits, private business and local government. Revitalization efforts
include the development and preservation of affordable housing, increasing trans-
portation options, strengthening schools, preserving public green space and parks,
increasing access to quality jobs and social services and promoting public safety.

Thriving downtowns lead to additional business attraction and economic develop-
ment, greater public safety, a more engaged community and a better quality of life
for residents.

Much of this downtown revitalization has been financed by the New York Main
Street Program. Main Street provides resources for building rehabilitation, facade
renovations, streetscape enhancements and other drivers of economic develop-
ment. Since Main Street funding rounds began in 2004, over $61 million has been
awarded in 175 communities throughout the state for downtown improvement pro-
jects.

Some counties, such as Nassau in Long Island, are infusing their own resources
as a commitment to revitalizing their downtowns.

Photos: Hudson River Housing, Inc.
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CAPACITY BUILDING CORNER

Human Resources

Posting Requirements
All employers in NYS must ensure compliance with revised and updated
2010 labor law posting requirements and replace any outdated notices.
Recent notices include:

e Equal Employment Opportunity is the Law (11/21/09)

e Fair Labor Standards Act (7/09)

e USERRA (11/08)

e FEMLA (where required) (12/08) v

Hiring in 2010? Hereds A Tax
Congress passed Hiring Incentives to Restore Employment, or the HIRE
Act. Businesses, including non profits, who hire people between Feb. 3,
2010 and Jan. 1, 2011 who have been unemployed for at least 60 days
(or only working part-time), may be eligible for a payroll tax incentive of
6.2% on wages paid between March 18, 2010 and Dec. 31, 2010.

You will need a signed affidavit for each new employee. See form here.
You can claim the payroll tax credit on your quarterly federal employment
tax filing with the IRS. For further information, please visit the IRS web-
site.

To help generate employment in your communities, please share this in-
formation with small businesses in your communities, as this would also
apply to them. vy

Health Care Tax Credit
This credit helps small nonprofits and small businesses afford the cost of
covering employees and is especially targeted for those with lowi and
moderate-income workers. The credit applies to employers who pay at
least half the cost of single coverage for their employees.
Eligibility

e Can be for-profit or nonprofit employer

e Provide at least 50% of the cost of health care coverage for some

workers based on the single rate

e Must have less than 25 FTE

e Average annual wages (based on all employees) is below $50,000
The credit will be applied to the annual tax returns and for nonprofits, will
not exceed the amount of income tax and Medicare tax withheld and the
employer share of Medicare taxes for the year. To learn more, please visit
the IRS website here. v

Credit

LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Dear Colleague,

As we worked to produce
this issue of Neighborhood
News, the housing and
community development
organizations were in-
formed of the drastically
reduced program contracts
they would receive. As a
result of the economy and
these budget cuts, pro-
grams are fearful that they
may not be able to meet

FtleercomYhanities needs

with reduced staffing and
hours. Based on our mem-
bership survey, demand on
services has increased over
the past two years. Then

add state deficits, unem-
ployment, NIMBY-

i smé. . wel | it
we cannot turn and run,

throw our hands up or ig-

nore the issues.

It is our time to be bold,
apply critical thinking, be
creative and imaginative,
and confront the situation.

We are at the tipping point
where we need to look to-
wards reinvigorating our-
selves, our staff, and our
communities.

Tell us how else we can
help you and meet with us
and other leaders at our
Conference in October.

Sincerely, ‘vr J- o

i
f
¥

Jessica

i
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http://www.dol.gov/ofccp/regs/compliance/posters/pdf/eeopost.pdf
http://www.dol.gov/whd/regs/compliance/posters/flsa.htm
http://www.dol.gov/vets/programs/userra/poster.htm
http://www.dol.gov/whd/regs/compliance/posters/fmla.htm
http://www.labor.ny.gov/pdf/fw11.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/newsroom/article/0,,id=220326,00.html?portlet=7
http://www.irs.gov/newsroom/article/0,,id=220326,00.html?portlet=7
http://www.irs.gov/newsroom/article/0,,id=223666,00.html

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

Pratt Area Community Council

Pratt Area Community Council
201 Dekalb Avenue

Brooklyn, NY 11205

Tel. (718) 522-2613
www.prattarea.org

County: Kings

Exec Director:

Deborah G. Howard

Staff size: 43

Est. 1964

Pratt Area Community Council
(PACC) a Neighborhood Preserva-
tion Company is located in Central
Brooklyn. PACC offers programs
and services in home services,
community & tenant organizing,
housing development, property
management, social services,
healthy homes initiative, and eco-
nomic development.

PACC was awarded $200,000
through New York State Main
Street Program. As the Local Pro-
gram Administer for the Central
Fulton Main Street program, PACC
will administer Fagade Renovation
Grants, facilitate building renova-
tions, and engage in coordinated
streetscape enhancements, such as
landscaping, signage and the in-
stallation of street furniture. y

The following article, fAMain Street
originally published by the Pratt Area Community Council in the MayP2ACC issue
Talk and is reproduced here with pernitss@@. Talk May 204idp://
pacc.publishpath.com/palt@rchives

MAIN STREET PROGRAM SPURS REVITALIZATION

ALONG FULTON STREET
PACC is the local administrator of the NY Main Street program, channel-
ing $200,000 in grants for facade and interior improvements for the Cen-
tral Fulton Main Street project. The purpose of the NY Main Street pro-
gram is to revitalize and preserve historic commercial corridors and spur
private investment to improve commercial and residential spaces.

Currently, six projects funded through this matching grant program are
nearing completion. Fagade improvement grants restore buildings to
their former beauty, while interior renovation grants have been used to
renovate residential units and help property owners renovate commer-
cial spaces to suit their commercial tenants' needs. For example, the
restaurant Outpost received grant money for both fagade restoration and
to renovate its kitchen, allowing the café to expand its offerings.

Eclipse Tax Services has created an executive office, office cubicles, a
reception area as well as secure storage with its NY Main Street grant.
Business owner Kpadeh Sepoe says that the matching grant enabled
him to do more than he expected with his new storefront at 1110 Fulton
Street. "The renovations make the location more inviting and profes-
sional," said a pleased Mr. Sepoe. "They create more privacy for clients.
They can come in, get comfortable and take care of business."”

Originally in a smaller space on Franklin Avenue, Mr. Sepoe needed a
bigger office for his growing staff, which has expanded to seven employ-
ees. He started looking

at spaces during PACC's

June 2009 Rolling Up

the Gates storefront

stroll. The available

storefront at 1110 Fulton

Street was the perfect fit.

"The space is right on

the main street in Bed-

ford-Stuyvesant, which

helps bring in extra busi-

ness," said Mr. Sepoe.

"It's a great location!”
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103383382926&s=11826&e=001vu_tXUD5k98iL85zCValk9v7Cdy8cPP1Q8lWanMzPS60qvJiJguKde8LWxR_dVYShim4AS9nhhM0MXWWE43cfBQHuPOzY1qgADGKF0F7qmMJ4kFgNHw4ND5nw2UFJeH8
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103383382926&s=11826&e=001vu_tXUD5k993lYndJThBfXtDBt9UrnBhCS8z3erMwfqAveI5bxdAY4ifESLnlhRUhkOGxUMezUduE3Tzr_ynOGWAY-ouePCQPcScM2o_HXBqY4ZvpSF7kg==

